XI
THE DALAI LAMA AT URGA

THE selection of the Grand Lama is always an
event of great importance in the country where
it occurs. When a Grand Lama dies the lamas of
the monasteries scattered all over the country go out
among the people in search of male children who were
bom at the moment of the high priest's decease and
whose birth was associated with some peculiar event
or whose bodies bear some peculiar mark* A register
of such children is then compiled by the lamas, who
select the most curious cases for submission to Lhassa.
It is for the <cred-cap" lamas to decide which child is
the true incarnation.

Their selection is immediately moved to the palace
of the deceased Grand Lama, where he is brought up
and educated until the age of eighteen years. Mean-
while, the country is ruled, both in the religious and
political sense, by a regency council composed of
lamas. The choice for Grand Lama almost invariably
falls on a Tibetan, Mongolian or Chinese child of
poor family, because the lamas want to guard against
the supreme power falling into the hands of rich
and already influential families.

The Grand Lamas when they meet at Buddhist
ceremonials usually salute each other with every show
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